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SUB J : ECUADOREAN REACTION TO BICENTENNIAL 
REF: A) STATE 169682 B) QUITO 4796 

1 . REF A REQUESTED SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT REACTIONIN 
ECUADOR TO US BICENTENNIAL. REF B REPORTED SUMMARY OF 
PRESS REACTION. 

2. NOTEWORTHY FACT OF PRESS TREATMENT WAS ITS EXTENSIVENESS, 
BOTH IN TERMS OF COLUMN INCHES OF STOREIS AND FAVORABLE 
EDITORIALS, AND VAST AMOUNT OF PAID ADVERTISING IN HONOR OF 
BICENTENNIAL. MOST ADVERTISERS HAD DIRECT US COMMERICAL 
TIES, BUT BY NO MEANS ALL. 

3. ON JULY 6 GOE SPONSORED A CONCERT BY NATIONAL SYMPHONY 
IN HONOR BICENTENNIAL, PLAYING AMONG OTHER THINGS COPLAND S 
/RODEO, SUBSECRETARY FONOFF MADE A PARTICILAR POINT OF 
IMPRESSING ON AMBASSADOR THAT GOE WAS TAKING THIS INITIATIVE 
BOTH IN VIEW OF IMPORTANCE TO WORLD OF BIECENTENNIAL AS WELL 
AS A GESTURE OF KEEPING WITH GOE'S DESIRE IMPROVE RELATIONS 
WITH US. 

4. ON INITIATIVE OF QUITO'S MAYOR SIXTO DURAN, HE, 

ACCOMPANIED BY CITY COUNCIL LAID A WREATH AT STATUE OF 
LINCOLN IN QUITO’S "PLAZA LINCOLN." MUNICIPAL BAND 
PLAYED BOTH COUNTRY'S ANTHEMS. THIS GESTURE WAS 
ENTIRELY SPONTANEOUS AND.AS FAR AS WE KNOW, UNV 
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5. EUCADOREAN AIR FORCE LENT THEIR AND TO PLAY AT THE 
BICENTENNIAL PICNIC FOR THE AMERICAN COMMUNITY JULY 3. 

6. OTHER MEDIA ACTIVITIES INCLUDED ONE HOUR PROGRAM OF 
FOLK MUSIC ON TV AND A LENGTHY RADIO SPORTS SPECIAL, BOTH 
IN NONOR OF THE BICENTENNIAL. 

7. ALTHOUGH THERE WAS NO SPONTANEOUS OUTPOURING OF 
GENUINE INTEREST ONTHE PART OF THE MAN ON THE STREET, KEY 
ELEMENTS IN PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SECTORS DID INDEED SHOW A 
DESIRE TO SHRAE IN OUR CELEBRATION. THE IMPRESSION ONE 
RECEIVED WAS THAT JUST ABOUT EVERYONE, EXCEPT DIED-IN-THE 
WOOL ANTI-AMERICANS, WERE REMINDED BY THE OCCASION THAT, 
IN SPITE OF OUR MISTAKES AND OUR SHORTCOMINGS, THE 
UNITED STATES WAS STILL "THE LAST, BEST HOPE FOR MAN." 
BLOOMFIELD 
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